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I
process is probably the most important.   This consists in macerating the                   i
shrub with water in a crusher and passing the pulp into a type of ball mill,                   j
when agglomeration of the rubber takes place and the fibre is then washed                   <
away.   The rubber may be submitted to a further process of purification                   !
by boiling with caustic soda, which removes a proportion of the resinous                  1
matter with which it is associated.    The alternative method consists in                  '/
extracting the shrub with suitable solvents and subsequently precipitating                   j
with alcohol or evaporating to obtain the rubber.   The proportion of rubber                  s
calculated on the dried plant is 10 to 15 per cent.   Although Guayule was                  i
known to exist in Central America in the middle of last century, it was not
until 1902 that attempts were made to utilise the rubber on a large scale.                  i
In that year a factory was erected at Jimulco for dealing with the shrub,                   ,
and by 1905 rubber obtained from this source was placed on the market.                  4
Other factories were erected, and the industry developed extremely rapidly                  \
until 1910, when production began to decline.                                                                  ;
TABLE III                                                                 |
IMPOSTS OF GFAYFLE RUBBER INTO NEW YORK                                  ';
Year.                                              Tons.
1907                 2992
1908                 3850
1909                 8674                                                                  \
1910                10,656
1911                 8091
1912                 6105
1913                 2756
1914                  850                                                                  }
1915                 2217                                                                  t
1916                 1133
- 1917                                       140                                                                  !
1918                 1329                                                                  i
1919                 1501                                                                  i
1920                  1037                                                                      I
1921                  58
1922                 281
I
The diminished output is to a large extent traceable to the practice of                 )
cutting down the shrub, as a result of which the available supplies have been                 (
very materially reduced, although attempts have been made to cultivate the
plant in certain, districts.*
Guayule rubber is of a blackish-green colour and possesses a pronounced
* Lloyd, loc. cit.